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SUBJ: MORE REACTION TO THE FLAG CRISES 

REE: LISBON 4069 

1. REGIONAL GOVERNMENT DENIES PRESS REPORTS: REFERRING TO THE 
DESPATCH DISTRIBUTED BY THE OFFICIAL PORTUGUESE NEWS AGENCY 
(ANOP) WHICH REPORTED THE VIEWS OF A "HIGH OFFICIAL" OF THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT (REFTEL) THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT SAID THE 
DESPATCH CONTAINED UNFOUNDED STATEMENTS AND ITS EFFECT IE NOT 
INTENT WAS DESTABILIZATION. THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT DENIED 
ALLEGATIONS OF GROWING TENSIONS AND LABELLED THE STATEMENTS 
ABOUT THE LAJES NEGOTIATIONS EXAGGERATED. IT CLAIMED THE 
NEWS REPORT WAS A MANEUVER TO DRAW ATTENTION TO THE AZORES. 

2. JAIME GAMA CALLS FOR MOTA AMARAL'S REPLACEMENT: THE LOCAL 
PRESS REPORTS THE AZOREAN PS DEPUTY JAIME GAMA SAID THE AZORES 
NEEDS A PRESIDENT WHO HAS THE CONEIDENCE OE PRESIDENT EANES AND 
WHO CAN WORK WITH THE MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC AND SUGGESTED 
THAT ALVARO MONJARDINO, PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL ASSEMBLY, REPLACE 
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MOTA AMARAL. GAMA ALSO CLAIMED THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTS ONLY ONE EACTION WITH THE PSD AND CALLED EOR 
CHANGES IN THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT. IN ADDITION, GAMA CRITICISED 
THE PSD EOR TORMENTING ON SOME ISLANDS A CAMPAIGN CRITICISING 
EANES. 

3. REGIONAL GOVERNMENT RESPONDS: IN REPLY TO JAIME GAMA'S 
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DECLARATIONS THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT ISSUED A STATEMENT NOTING 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTION THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
DEPENDS EXCLUSIVELY ON THE CONEIDENCE OE THE REGIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
EURTHERMORE IT STATED THAT TO CONSIDER OVERTHROWING THE REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENT ON THE BASIS OE POLITICAL AGREEMENTS MADE IN LISBON 
IS TO IGNORE THE DEMOCRATIC MECHANISMS WHICH THE CONSTITUTION 
GUARANTEES AND THE WILL OE THE AZOREAN PEOPLE. 

4. VIEW OE A LOCAL SOCIALIST: IN A RECENT CONVERSATION, A 
PROMINENT LOCAL SOCIALIST CRITICISED THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
EOR ITS OPPOSITION TO PRESIDENT EANES AND EOR SUPPORTING THE 
DISPLAY, OP WHAT HE TERMED, THE "INDEPENDENCE PLAG". HE PURTHER 
BLAMED THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE CONPUSION OVER WHICH PLAG 
STANDS EOR AUTONOMY AND WHICH FOR INDEPENDENCE. THE REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE PROPOSED A DESIGN FOR AN OFFICIAL 
REGIONAL FLAG BY NOW. IN ADDITION, HE SAID ALL THE MEDIA IN 

THE AZORES ARE CONTROLLED BY THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT WHICH 
EXERCISES CENSORSHIP SO THE SOCIALIST VIEW IS NOT PRESENTED 
FAIRLY. HE ALLEGED THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT WAS UNDEMOCRATIC 
BECAUSE IT DID NOT ENGAGE IN A DIALOGUE WITH THE OPPOSITION 
AND FAULTED IT FOR NOT GOVERNING, FOR HAVING NO PROGRAM AND 
FOR INCOMPETENCE. 

5. THE PRESS PUBLISHED A COMMUNIQUE FROM THE AZOREAN CDS YOUTH 
ORGANIZATION SUPPORTING THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON 
THE FLAG CRISES. 

6. SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL GOVERNMENT: BOTH THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
AND THE PONTA DELGADA CITY COUNCIL HAVE RECEIVED MANY TELEGRAMS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PONTA 00189 25I9I8Z 

SUPPORTING THEIR POSITIONS FROM PRIVATE AND GOVERNMENTAL 
BODIES THROUGHOUT THE AZORES. 

7. RUMORS ABOUT THE FUTURE: AS A RESULT OF THE FLAG CRISES 
RUMORS ARE BEGINNING TO CIRCULATE CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN PONTA DELGADA ON JUNE 6, THE ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE FIRST MAJOR INDEPENDENCE DEMONSTRATION IN 1975. LAST YEAR 
THE DAY, WHICH FELL ON A SUNDAY, WAS MARKED BY ORDERLY HOMAGE 
PAID TO THE DEFENDERS OF AUTONOMY IN THE I890'S. THIS YEAR 

JUNE 6 IS A MONDAY AND THERE IS SPECULATION THAT STORES WILL 
CLOSE IN PONTA DELGADA AND THAT SOME MIGHT TRY TO RENAME A 
STREET "SIXTH OF JUNE". 

8. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE AZOREAN NEWSPAPERS TEND TO SUPPORT 
THE PSD, (THE EDITORIAL COMMENT AFTER THE FLAG CRISES BEARS 
THIS OUT), BOTH THE PSD AND THE SOCIALISTS CLAIM THE REDIO AND 
TELEVISION NEWS COVERAGE IS DISTORTED. THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT'S 
CRITICISM OF THE PUBLICITY GIVEN THE VIEWS OF A "HIGH OFFICIAL" 

OF THAT GOVERNMENT, SEEMS TO BE AIMED AT REDUCING TENSION; THE 
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VIEWS ATTRIBUTED TO THIS "HIGH OEEICIAL", HOWEVER, ARE TYPICAL 
OE THE THINKING OE MANY HERE. 

PFEIFLE 
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